hotel," similar to the old municipal lodging houses. There the poor, like the rich, had a residential hotel in which they could drink. An improvement on this idea would be to offer the possibility of treatment on a voluntary basis through the facility. Those who continued to drink in the hotel could do so, but they could have access to care if they so desired.
Reducing Hostility Toward Drinking
Most adult Americans have been drunk or have been around someone who has been drunk. These experiences have probably helped to make many people hesitant to criticize or intervene in the drunken behavior of others. Given the potential of excessive drinking to cause harm, most people probably un-derreact to intoxication.
But the opposite situation can occur. People can use drinking as an excuse to deny another person's civil liberties or human rights. Hostility toward alcohol can reduce a drinker's normal opportunities for work or leisure. In some cases, a reduction in this hostility would be a step forward.
The most prominent area in which reducing hostility toward drinking could have a beneficial effect is that of recovery from alcoholism. Recovered alcoholics need tolerance and understanding as they try to reenter society. Even if they are currently abstemious, recovered alcoholics often face discrimination when looking for work and quickly learn to conceal their drinking histories. At the same time, this concern about stigmatization keeps some alcoholics from seeking treatment in the first place.
This prejudice against recovered alcoholics also has an institutional component. Until recently, the majority of health insurance plans did not cover treatment for alcoholism. Now this has begun to change. Laws in some states require that Blue Cross/Blue Shield cover alcoholism treatment. Other legislation forbids discrimination against alcoholics in housing and employment and regulates the confidentiality of medical records.
Another possible problem concerns attitudes about drinking in different parts of the country. The South, the Great Plains, and the mountain areas of the United States are much drier